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REVIEW OF “CABRINI”: REVIEW OF “CABRINI”: 

BY GEORGEANN GREENE

On Friday evening, January 17th, a group of members 
gathered together in the Caruso Room to view the 2024 
movie “Cabrini”.  We were treated to popcorn, snacks and 
drinks while enjoying the night.  Many thanks to Frank and 
Nancy Zeoli for orchestrating this fun evening.  Stayed tuned 
for future fun events to come.
   As an Italian-American watching the movie “Cabrini”, it 
stirred a variety of emotions - pride, nostalgia and a poignant 
reminder of the resilience of our immigrant ancestors.  This 
film recounts the captivating story of Mother Francesa 
Cabrini, the first American citizen to be canonized by the 
Catholic Church, known for her tireless dedication to helping 
Italian immigrants in America in the late 19th and early 20th 
century.
   Mother Cabrini’s journey begins in her birthplace of 
Sant’Angelo, Lodigiano in the Lombardy region of Italy.  
She was born two months premature, the youngest of 
thirteen children, and remained in a state of delicate health 
throughout her life.  During her childhood, she often visited 
her uncle, who was a priest that lived near a canal.  Young 
Francesca would make paper boats filled with violets.  She 
would set the “missionaries”, as she called the little flowers, 
to sail to India and China.  One day, Francesca fell into the 
water and was swept downstream, nearly drowning.  Her 
rescuers found her on the edge of the river bank.  Cabrini 
believed that it was divine intervention that saved her.
   Cabrini arrived in New York City in 1889, filled with 
hope, yet met with the harsh realities starkly portrayed in 
the film.  The cinematography captures the great essence 
of the industrial age, detailed representations of tenement 
life and the challenges newcomers faced trying to find 
work and integrating into the fast-paced new American 

society.  Here Cabrini’s mission unfolds, advocating for the 
welfare of the Italian immigrants, especially the children, 
establishing schools, orphanages and hospitals.  The film 
poignantly shows her selfless dedication to serving those in 
desperate need, emphasizing the importance of community 
and compassion in overcoming adversity.  The film captures 
the challenges faced by the Italian American immigrants 
during this time, language barriers, cultural shocks and the 
constant pursuit of a better life.  This story will resonate 
with any Italian American and serves as a powerful reminder 
of our ancestors sacrifices and resilience.
   Stunning visuals capture the essence of both Italy and 
America, showcasing the stark contrast between Cabrini’s 
homeland and the bustling urban environment.  From the 
picturesque Italian countryside to the gritty slums of the Five 
Points section of New York City.
   One of the film’s most powerful themes is Mother Cabrini’s 
unwavering commitment to her mission, her relentless 
dedication to serve those in need, especially the marginalized 
members of the immigrant community.  Her compassion and 
fierce advocacy can remind all of us, even in today’s world, 
of the importance of community, family and faith, all values 
deeply ingrained in Italian American culture.  Not only is 
Cabrini’s contribution celebrated, but is a call to action for 
viewers to continue her legacy of serving others.
   While the movie is essentially a biopic, it transcends the 
story it tells.  I believe most Italian Americans will feel a 
special connection to Mother Cabrini’s journey, recognizing 
their shared history and impact of the immigrant experience 
on American society.  After all, aren’t most of us from an 
immigrant background?
   I urge anyone who has not yet seen this film, to do so.  I 
myself, have seen it twice.

A DEEP DIVE INTO 
RESILIENT LEGACY


